
The OCC is located inside Arlington’s City 
Hall and provides news and information 
about City of Arlington programs and 
services.  The space design required 
integration of an extra office space, an 
audio booth, green room, equipment 
storage and a flexible space which could 
easily transform into a studio space for 
recording interviews.  Additionally, the 
space was lacking a sense of entry, and 
the larger conference area needed a 
defined space boundary.     
The AUDC’s design sought to preserve 
original office spaces throughout the 
building while maintaining openness 
and maximizing daylight filtration.  From 
the entry point, it is possible not only to 
oversee the office’s interior, but also to 
view the landscape and other buildings 
outside. Translucent materials played an 
important role in creating the continuity 
of the space.  Glass walls were used in 
the northeast corner of the OCC to form 
two sides of the proposed conference 
room.  For efficiency, the walls of the 
audio booth, conference room, and 
equipment storage serve as dividers to 
define a zone with functional use for the 
green room and multi-purpose studio 
space. The AUDC’s proposed interior 
design adds flexibility and efficiency for 
the diverse needs and important role of 
the Office of Communication for the City 
of Arlington.
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SITE & FACADE 
IMPROVEMENT PLAN

Developers approached the AUDC for 
assistance with renderings for adaptive 
reuse of an old glass contractor’s shop.  
Instead of totally clearing the site and 
starting from scratch, the developers’ 
vision for the property looked to mesh 
the rustic feel of the architecture with 
a restaurant concept.  To help realize 
the developers’ vision, the AUDC made 
extensive site visits to fully understand 
the feel of the space.  The design proposal 
includes preserving the architectural feel 
of the structures along with the native 
heritage trees (Post Oaks) that grace the 
landscape.  Due to the uniqueness of the 
site, an extensive review of the zoning 
ordinance restrictions were required.  
Structure layout, parking lot design, and 
all curb cuts were carefully considered.  
The parking lot design includes a rain 
garden island to reduce the surface 
runoff onto the adjacent West Street.  
Overall, the design captures a rustic look 
through the proposed use of corrugated 
steel panels, open air space layouts 
with garage door entries, and exposed 
timber framing.  It is hoped, the economic 
development potential for this space can 
catalyze similar projects within Arlington’s 
downtown district.
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For the New York Avenue Corridor project, 
the AUDC was tasked with creating a 3D 
model of a proposed redevelopment plan.  
The conceptual plan presented to the 
AUDC focused on three key entry points 
to the New York Avenue Corridor.  Abram 
St., E. Park Row Dr., and Arkansas Ln.  
are very diverse areas of the city that 
are in need of redevelopment in order to 
better serve the citizens, and to stimulate 
economic growth.
With Abram St., the conceptual plan 
designated the installation of mixed use 
retail and residential in order to build 
density in the area.  A small grocery store 
was also suggested in the plan to serve 
the abutting single family and multi-family 
homes.  E. Park Row Dr. was the largest 
site with many facade improvements to 
existing buildings, and the construction 
of a public library and recreation center.   
The recreation center and library are 
designed to be the anchor points that 
draw citizens to the area and to keep the 
location vibrant and lively.  The location 
on Arkansas Ln. was uniquely designated 
to be developed with the elderly in mind.  
The site was designed with a large facility 
stylized to reflect the diverse residents 
of Arlington. Designs for all three of 
the suggested sites included extensive 
street-scape and sidewalk improvements 
that encourage walkability.  

REDEVELOPMENT PLAN
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PUBLIC INFRASTRUCTURE
NEEDS STUDY 

As the City of Arlington’s Downtown 
continues to grow and develop, the 
need became apparent for a revised 
and updated pedestrian plan.  Local 
businesses thrive on pedestrian traffic 
as well as automobile traffic, and to the 
AUDC sought to maximize connectivity 
on a multi-modal scale.  The Downtown 
Arlington Pedestrian Proposal creates 
a dense network of streetscapes that 
are safe, inviting, and easily navigable 
by residents and visitors.  The health of 
downtown Arlington as a walkable urban 
destination is contingent upon the quality 
of its pedestrian infrastructure.  This 
proposal utilized research and design to 
create a direct plan of action facilitating 
quality pedestrian infrastructure
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The Fire Training Center is located at the 
north corner of Green Oaks Boulevard 
and Ron McAndrew Drive, is a branch 
of the Arlington Fire Department. The 
department offers continuing education 
classes, fire officer training programs, 
and specialized classes including gas 
well management. The project focused 
on the expansion of the main fire station 
building to incorporate new classrooms, 
a new reception area, and extra office 
and storage space. The remodel also 
includes modernizing the building 
with added classroom technology that 
would enhance the learning process. 
The AUDC designed a new façade and 
façade improvements which included 
a dramatic red vertical surface with the 
desire to enhance the visibility of the 
building.

INTERIOR DESIGN PLAN & 
FACADE IMPROVEMENTS
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Grace Lutheran Church

GRACE 
LUTHERAN 
CHURCH

MASTER LANDSCAPE 
PLAN

In need of renderings to present to the 
community and their congregation, 
Grace Lutheran Church commissioned 
the AUDC to conceptualize a master 
landscape plan.   Key  elements include 
wrought-iron fence details along the 
edges of the site, landscaping features, 
new tree planting, façade improvements, 
and updated sports fields.  All proposed  
landscape improvements rely on the 
aesthetics of planting design and 
the minimal maintenance of local 
species.  The vision beckons the church 
congregation and adjacent community to 
enjoy the landscaped spaces and feel a 
sense of pride in place.  This concept will 
reinvigorate the church and its grounds 
and add new excitement for prospective 
members.
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New landscaping and facade treatment



Grace Lutheran Church

New landscaping and facade treatment New Parking Area

Entryway



The Spanish Park apartments 
presented  the AUDC with a set of 
unique challenges.  After the loss of 
an entire apartment building from fire, 
the complex owner saw an opportunity 
to improve the quality of life in the 
community rather than just rebuild the 
units.  The owner took a proactive stance 
by collaborating with Mission Arlington 
to provide dynamic outdoor afterschool 
spaces for children. The vision created 
by AUDC sought to add amenities to 
the complex that satisfied the needs of 
the family residents and that beautified 
while helping to secure the grounds.  To 
fully utilize the potential of the space, 
the AUDC created several solutions 
incorporating multiple active play areas 
for children and shaded passive spaces 
for adults.  Also, an enclosed section for 
soccer was designated for the children.  
The plan also delineated the edges 
of the complex by helping to stave off 
some of the growing loitering and crime 
concerns abutting the area.  The owner 
of the apartment complex eventually 
used the completed plan from AUDC 
to help garner funding for the plan from 
commercial lenders, and to eventually 
partially construct some of the AUDC’s 
recommendations.

Spanish Park Apartments

OPEN SPACE PLAN

SPANISH PARK 
APARTMENTS

Perspective

Master Plan



Spanish Park Apartments

Details

Planting Scheme



Spanish Park Apartments

Persepective

Soccer Space



Spanish Park Apartments

Play Areas



 

With support from:

 2009 - 2013 AUDC Interns:

Matt Ables
City and Regional Planning
Renee Cain
Architecture
Steven Duong
City and Regional Planning
Drew Brawner 
City and Regional Planning 
Seyedmilad Fereshtehnezhad
Architecture and City and Regional Planning
Jon Holden
Architecture
Sina Kahrobaei
City and Regional Planning
Samane Khoini
Architecture
Alan Klein
City and Regional Planning
Nhasala Manandhar
Landscape Architecture

Katsubh Nabar
Architecture
Matthew Perez
Architecture
Ken Pope
City and Regional Planning
Jenny Prieto
Architecture
Parmanand Sinha
City and Regional Planning
Evan Sheets
Architecture
David Stark
City and Regional Planning
Dylan Stewart
Landscape Architecture
Wai Ian Tam
Architecture and City and Regional Planning
Yunhui Zhou
Landscape Architecture

Jim Parajon, AICP 
Director, Community Development and Planning, City of Arlington
Lyndsay Mitchell, AICP
Principal Planner, Community Development and Planning, City of Arlington
Dr. Barbara Becker, FAICP 
Dean of the School of Urban and Public Affairs, University of Texas at Arlington
Donald Gatzke, AIA 
Dean of the School of Architecture, University of Texas at Arlington
Brian Guenzel, 
Director of the Institute for Urban Studies, University of Texas at Arlington 



Arlington Urban Design Center

City Municipal Building - City Hall, 1st Floor
101 West Abram Street, Arlington, TX  76010

For information or to submit a project, call:

(817) 459-6653

Hours of Operation: Monday through Thursday 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. 




